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Chriftian Hiftory ; 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, Xc. 


Saturday -Juty 21. 38744. § N° 93. 
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Account of the Revival of Religionat Lyuz Wet Pari 
in Connecticut, faded. 


PON the whole, Iam perfuaded there has been a 
wonderful Work of Crod’s Grace among us, and 
in many otherPlaces where | have been acquaimied, 

and the Sorrows and Joys that have been to com 

mon, were produc’d in general by the Cperations of the 


Holy Sp rit upon the Souls of Men.----- The ‘ were t? 
Joys of the Chriftian, and not wiid. fiaftick Whims I 


have met with few, among the Thoutands* that Ihave « 


vers'd with (fome at home and ! 
give a rational Account of their Joys. The Foundation of 
them appear’d t » be laid in Faith, which fow'd t Prat 


‘? 


to God; Self-abaferment ; go Tealoufy, &c. I met cor 
fefs that I am a Stranger to the re teu j SO Meu Lentyr li 
among us, after the firictcit Inquiry, and long Obdlervation, 


if thete are not the Concomitants of their Joys Aad the 
farne | may fay of others in other Places me fow c.1 ) 
where | have been mott converfant with the subjec! f this 
Crrace. Perhaps, uf thofe that have fet themfcives to ff 
and write againft the Times had acquainted themfelves a 
mtrmately with the Subjedts of thefeSor: ows and Joys,and de 
pended lefs wponAcc unts from | that never car’d to ¢ 
verfe much with them,they wou'd have g: rulterRepret 


tations of thefeTh mrt ,an not nave born ta-ic wv 5) opal 
the glories 5 W ork of the late Lay '4 a 


1 afk Pardon for my taking up fo much of your Tune; and 
if you think it fer the Glory of the Redeemer to (.ffer 
whole uf any Part of oth d Ac io) 4th to t ¢ ' dbiiih’ . ’ . 
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162 | Lyme Wet Parifh 


have my Confent. That yousmay have much of thePrefence 
of God, and a great Bleffing attending your Labours in the 
Miniftry, is the Prayer of, 
Your affe&tionate, unworthy Brother, 
JonATHAN PARsons, 


Atteftation. te the above Account by Richard Lord, E/g; and 
others of the Church in Lyme Welt-Parith. 


WE the fubferibing Brethren of the firft Church of 
Chrift in Lyme, having heard our Rev. Paftor read 
ever the preceeding Account of the Revival of Religion, and 
being mach acquainted with the Subjects of the late Work, 
as alfo with the Circum@ftances of the moft extraordinary Par- 
ticulars related in the Account (i.e. thofe which relate to this 
Place) do give ourAtteftation to the Truth of the Account, fo 
far as it refpects thisPlace, according to the beft of ourKnow- 
ledge and Judgment ; tho’ we cant but be of Opinion that 
much more might have been added to fhow the Glory of it 
among us. 

Richard Lord 

Zechariah Marvin 

Fohn Denifon 

Mofes Noyes 

Fofeph Mather, the 3d. 


a ~ 





Revival of Religion at SuTTON in the County of Worcetter, 
in the Msaffachufetts-Province, about forty Miles to the 
Southward of the Weft from Bofton : Jn a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Haut Paftor of the Church there, to the 
Rev. Mr. PRIince. 


Rev. Sir, 
AS to the Matter, you was pleafed fome Months ago, to 
write to me about, refpecting the Rife and Progrefs of 
the Work of Gop among us; more efpecially in the late 
remarkable Day, of the Lord’s Vifitation of his People : I 
have drawn up a brief Account, which is as followeth. 
~ Te is more than fifteen Years fince I was fettled here in the 
Miniltry: when there were about eighty Families in the 


Town. When] firft came among this People which was . 
the 
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Sutton in the County of Worcetter. 163 


the Year 1728 I was wholly unapprized of their Condition, 
both as to their moral and religious Charaéter: But before 1 
was ordain’d their Paftor the Scene opened it felf to my View, 
in fundry Refpeéts, very dark and Melancholly : which fill’d 
me with many difcouraging Apprehenfions as to my fetling 
with them: And a Senfe of the Greatnefs of the Work in 
general, and of fome peculiar Difficulties: and Hazards at- 
tending my fetling among this People, plunged me into deep 
Dittrefs. But however fome Days before my Ordination, | 
was made to hope, that as dark as Things now were, I 
fhould behold the Glory of the LORD im this Place, im the 
Advancements of the Kingdom of Grace among this People: 
and I believe it wasfromGop. And I frequently have ex- 
perienced Support and quickning from this Hope, in the 
midft of fome very gloomy Paflages of Providence, that have 
fince pafied over me. 

There was foon after my fettling here, by the Favour of 
Gop, fome confiderable Abatement of that too common 
Prophanenefs and fome other vitious Practiees vifible 
among us. And within the Space of twe Years we had a 
very large Addition to the Chuch more than doubling the 
Number of Communicants. 

After this, there appean’d a gradualAbatement of religious 
Concern ; and for the Space af five Years there was little Ap- 
pearance of the Spirit of Conviétion among this People. 
During this Term, a raging Fever {wept away a confiderable 
Number ina fudden and awful Manner. Yet few if any 
were obferved to fhilt their Courfes : The Filthy were filthy 
fill; orrather growing more fo, to Appearance: and a 
vifible Symptom of a Spirit of flumbring attended Profeflors 
among us. 

In the Year 1735, the greatConcerns of Religion, in fome 
confiderable Degree appeared to move upon the Hearts of 
many amongus. At which Time it came into my Mind, 
(and I truft it was from Gop,) to wvift the People of my 
Charge, and to apply my felf particularly to every one that was 
arriv’d to Years of Underftanding ;, that I might know the 
State of the Flock ; and make particular Application to: the 
Confciences of young and old among us. 

This appeared to be attended with fome very hopefulSymp- 
toms of Succefs, 
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At this Time, Family Meetings were fet up in four Parts of 
our Town. 

Articles were alfo drawn up and fubfcribed by fome, if noe 
all of faid Societies, by which eachNeighbourhood or Family. 
Society, were obliged to attend the fet Times of theirMeet- 
ings which was once a Month: and alfo engaged themfelves 
fo exercife a moft peculiar Watchfulnefs over each other ; 
to be free in brotherlyAdmonition ; and frequent in religious 
Converfation one with another, &%c. A Number of young 
Men among us alfo about the fame Time form’d themfelves 
in a Society ; to be Helpers of one another in the Way of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. At thefe Meetings they frequently 
had a Sermon preach’d to them. And fomeThings now be- 

n fora while to look hopeful among us. 

Thefe religious Meetings, were mottly, if not all continu- 
ed, till the late remarkable Revival among us. Yet not fo 
but that in about five Years fpace, the general Face of Reli- 
gion among us was funk down to a very low and melancholly 
Ebb indecd. 

God was pleas’d wonderfully to convince me of this, on 
the latter End of April 1740, and greatly-to humble me ; 
and with a moft fweet and gracious band of Love drew out 
my Soul to look after my high Calling in CHrist Jesus. 

Now I was again at this Time filled with an encouraging 
Perfuafion, that I fhould behold the Power of Religion reviv- 
ing among us in the Converfion of Souls to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. ‘Together with this Perfuafion, a mof ardent Thirft, 
came upon me, that I might gain Souls for whom Chrift 
died : To which End I longed for the Sanctuary. And from 
this Time I had more Knowledge than ever before, what it 
means to preach with the Spirit and with theUnderftanding alfa : 
altho’ ftill attended with great Weakne(s. 

Soon after this, we had Leéfures here, ufually once a 
Fortnight, to our young People. And the preaching of the 
bleffed Gofpel was, by times, my great Delight. 

Our Affembly frequently appear’d very folemnly atten- 
tive ; and kindly to accept, urgent and repeated Affurances 
of the neceffity of a Reformation: but I could not prefently 
perceive that the Word took any prevailing Hold upon their 
Hearts. 

he Fallafter this, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield preach’d in 
the neighbouring Town. I perceiv’d afterwards, that fome 
of 











ng 
\v- 
fus 

b] 
fe 
om 

it 


? 


ea 
the 


en- 
ces 
ntly 
heir 


J in 


ome 


of 





tr REAR RE RRS 


7? 


tit EC 


RE Hog aria 


oh cateaine Tah 


Se ge 


ve? 


pats tina 


pe 


Sutton im the County of Worcefter. 165 


of our People were brought under Conviéction, by hearing the 
Word from him. And fome few theVinter following appear’d 
to remain under Concern : but in general there were great 
Symptoms of Hardnefs of Heart: and this appear’d more 
melancholly, becaufe it was a Time of fore Mortality : for 
peither the Word nor Providences of God, to any genuine 
Appearance teuched theirHearts. Upon which I told one of 
ourChriftianBrethren, (the Spring of the Year following, )that 
I had it in my Heart to go preach the Gofpel at Smithfield, 
or in fome Place where they had no Miniffer ; for that I was 
upon the Point of defpairing of Succeis among my own 
People. 

But fo it was, that the very next Sabbath following, I faw 
confiderable Tokens of the Goings of God in the Congrega- 
tion: Our Aifembly was generally fwallowed up in Tears: 
and from this Time, I perceived a more general Concern 
fet upon the Countenances of this People. I had juft been 
breathing out myComplaints,with a /Vbe hath believed our Re- 
port, &c. But now on-afudden there were fome hopeful 
Symptoms of Lite from the Dead: for fundry Perfons came 
tome under Soul-Concern foon after. Some of which I 
have fince Reafon.to think were about that Time brought 
out of Darknets, into marvellous Light. Some of whom 
were foon after vifibly added tothe LORD in the Way of his 
Communion among. us. 4 

Many appear’d under Concern ; and great Attention,and. 
greatSeriou{nefs hence-forward appear’d in our publicAffem- 
blies, and ufually much weeping. And bleffed. be God, a 
prevailing Check feem’d to fall upon many Kinds of Evil- 
Doers: and Tavern- Hauntings and Night-Ajfjemblings of young 
People for: wanton Paftime feem’d at once to difappear. 
~ Upon the Election Day + following our young People defir'd 
a Sermon ; which they had deliver’d them, from. thofe Words 
John 25.15. Chu/e you this Day whom you will ferve... And 





+ For the Information of Strangers, obferve that the /af 
Wednefday in May annually, is the Day in the Maffa- 
chufetts Province for the Eleétion of bis Majefty’s Council 
for the Province for the Year enfuing : and thisDay has 


been generally a Day of great Diverfion through the 
Province. 
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foon after the'Sun was down, I was inform’d that our public 
Tavern was clear of Town People both young and old. 

In the Fall of this Year which was 1741, the Concern 
feem’d much to increafe upon many People here both ofd and 
young, and fundry Perfons more gave Grounds to hope they 
had received the Spirit of Adoption. But as for the generality, 
Of fuch as had been brought underConvié?ion,and fomeAmend. 
ment of Life ; they ftill appear’d under the Spirst of Bondage, 
and unexperienc’d as to any favingWork : which occafion’d 
me to write on September 20th, 1741, concerning the vifible 
Appearance of Concern upon a frequently weeping Affembly, 
thus, ** Many feem’d pierced with theArrows of Conviétion ; 
¢s but alas I have feen it often, while Convictions fall off and 
« Jfrael remains ungathered } But I will wait upon God, 
*s who is able to work effectually. Oh! when fhall it 
* once be?” 

The January following, there appeared hopeful Symptoms 
of a broken Spirit and a bleeding Heart. What I minuted 
down of that Date expreffes thus,-----** Many indeed fpeak 
“ trembling. hope an Hundred» Perfons among us are in 
“ adeep Concern, &&c.”” A few’ Days after, thus,----- 
«<« Sure I never needed more of the divine Help than now : 
“< many are preffing after Heaven, and many in great 
“ Dittrefs. 

Soon after this we had a comfortable Appearance of a 
confiderable Number offering to full Communion : they came 
es @ Cloud and as Doves to their Windows. And my Time 
was now almoft wholly taken up in difcourfing with Per- 
fons feeking the Way to Zion with their Faces thitherward. 

About this Time the Rev. Mr. Edwards of Northampton ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Parkman, and Mr. Prentice, Neighbour 
Minifters preach’d here : whofe Labours among us Gop was 
pleas’d to fmile upon for Good. During all this, we were 
not exercifed with any public Out-cries in Time of publick 
Worthip ; altho’ there might frequently be difcover’d Per- 
fons under a moft deep and folemn Senfe of the Truths held 
forth unto them. 

It is obfervable how at this remarkable Day, a Spirit of 
deep Concern would feize upon Perfons. Some were in the 
Hloufe, and fome walking in the High-Way: fome in the 
Woods, and fome in the Field : fome in Converfation, and fome 
in Secret Retirement ; fons Children and fome adult, and fome 
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antient Perfons, would fometintes on a fudden be brought 
under the ftrongeft Impreffions from a Senfe of the great 
Realities of the other World and eternal Things. But fuch 
Things, as far as I can learn, were ufually if not ever, im- 
prefled upon Men while they were in fome Sort exercifing 
their Minds upon the/Vord of Gon or /piritualObjeés. And 
for the moft Part it has been under the public Preaching of 
the Word that thefe lafting Impreffions have been faftned 
upon them. 

Religious Societies were now fet up in feveral Parts of thé 
Town to be held weeky. And reading, praying, finging 
Praifes, and {peaking one to another of their particular Ex- 
periences were frequently Means of Enlargement of Heart : 
and fome where by this Means brought underConviction who 
were before Strangers to the Power of Godlinefs. 

(Neverthelefs the imprudent Conduét of a particular zeal- 
ousPerfon or two in going beyond the proper bounds of Duty 
and Decency in fome of thefe Meetings, I do apprehend was 
very hurtful to the Progrefs of this blefled Work among us.) 

Conviétions in this remarkable Day of the Lord’s Vifita- 
tion appear’d to take hold of Men’s Hearts with a permanent 
and prevailing Power: that many poor Sinners, were made 
to pant for Chri? as the Hart panteth for the Water-Brooks ; 
and I truft moft of them found no Reft ’till they found a 
SAVIOUR. 

We have had a confiderable Number vifibly brought home 
that were before not only deftitute of the Form of Godline/s ; 
but alfo fundry who were before of but a poor Character in 
Point of AZrals. 

And I have Reafon to think a confiderable Number of fuch 
were now bro’t home to Chrift who were before vi/idle 
Profeffors. 

n the Summer 1742, but few Perfons were brought un- 
der Conviction : and from thatTime to this Converfion, have 
not toAppearance been fo frequent among us. Neverthelefs 
in the Fallof the Year 1742, upon the Rev. Mr. Daniel 
Rogers’s coming to us, we had a confiderable Revival of the 
Work : at, and after which, the Spirit of Conviction feem’d 
for a while very powerful among our Children, from eight to 
twelve or fourteen Years of Age. A fall Number of whom 
I would hope retain abiding Impreffions. But moft of them 
I fear are much the fame they were before under Concern. 

Alfe 
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Alfo about this Time, public’ Cryings-out under Concern be- 
came fomething frequent among us for fome little Time : 
though indeed feldom when we had none but our own Con- 
gregation. But fuch Things being cautioufly guarded againf?, 
have never here become common. And in myApprehbenfion, 
the Gofpel was attended with lefs Succefs afterwards, byRea- 
fon of the Prejudices which many among us conceived againft 
| the Work, becaufe of fome public Adve that they concluded 
ought to have been better guarded againft than they were. 
But however, fuch Things, Iam fully convinced, have been 
many Times altogether unavoidable, from the over-powering 
Views of the great Reality of the eternal World : and accord- 
ingly, that it is a great Fault in fuchPerfons as have conceived 
fuch Prejudices againft the Work of the Spirit of God, be- 
caufe fome Perfons under the Operation thereof in ftrong 
Conviétions or Compunétion, hive loft the Command of 
their own Pafions ; and have difcovered themfelves when 
under the moft proper Concern as to the Matter of it; yet 
thro’ the Over-bearings thereof unable to command their 
own Faculties. 

Although of late this Work of divine Grace has been un- 
der melancholly Abatements ; yet Lam not without Hopes 
that fume Souls have the Year paff been favingly united to 
Jefus Chrift. And there hath been very lately a comfortable 
Jiftance or two, to hopeful Appearance, that encourages me 
to hope ftill as for the /atter Rain, and for the great Ram of 
GOD's Strength in due Time. 

I was juft now, obferving fomething of thisWork attending 
Children. So 1 would obferve, that altho’ the generality of 
fuch amongft us as have experienced this Work were be- 
tween twenty and forty Years of Age ; yet that there hath 
been feveral Inftances of Perfons elder, yea, fome of them 

very remarkable Inftances ; and one of about /eventy-five 
Years old ; who lately, and about tre Years after her Con- 
verfion, departed this Life with Joy and Triumph. 
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(To be finifhed in ovr next.) 
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